
Sinkholes are an unpredictable part of the 
Florida landscape, especially in West Central 
Florida and the greater Tampa Bay area.  
Before you buy a home, make sure that you 
have these bases covered:

ÅÅ  Be sure that the home is insurable. You may   Be sure that the home is insurable. You may   
  not ý nd a company that will insure your home 
  if the home has had sinkhole claims in the past.

Å Make sure that sinkhole coverage is included   
  in your policy, or in a rider. Authorized insurers 
  in Florida are required by law to make this   
  coverage available. Surplus lines insurers arenôt 
  required to offer it, but many do. Ask your agent 
  for details about your sinkhole coverage.  

Å Hire a home inspector who can help you ý nd   
  cracks in the foundation or exterior walls, and 
  other signs of potential sinkhole activity.

Å Consider sinkhole testing. While it may   
  assure you that no sinkhole is evident at   
  present, itôs expensive and it canôt guarantee   
  that a sinkhole wonôt happen in the future.  
  An insurance company should not require 
   you to have this testing done prior to granting   
  you insurance coverage.

Å If you have questions that your insurance 
   agent canôt answer, call the DFS Consumer   
  Helpline. 
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